RESPONSIBLE DISPOSAL OF OBJECTS CONTAINING MERCURY
BY: JULIE WILLIAMS

Did you know that throwing away one fluorescent light bulb could pollute up to 6,000 gallons of
water with toxic mercury?

On January 1 of this year the disposal of products containing mercury at landfills, transfer
stations, and incinerators became prohibited in New Hampshire. This ban covers products including:
thermometers, compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs), some antibacterial products, and even mercury

switches in select brands of children’s light up sneakers (see the chart below for complete listing).

These items will be accepted at the Southeast Regional Refuse Disposal District’s annual
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day which will be held at the Town Garage in Brentwood on
September 13". Please call 929-9510 for times.
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For more information on regulations and responsible recycling, visit our website link found at
www.hamptonfalls.org or call the New Hampshire Household Hazardous Waste Assistance Hotline at
(603) 271-2047.




